Anterior spinal artery syndrome in a 16-year-old male.
Spinal cord infarction is a relatively uncommon condition in young children and adolescents, however, it should be included in the differential diagnosis of acute cord compression. Depending on the vessel involved, the clinical presentation may differ. The degree of recovery in spinal cord infarcts varies from one individual to another. Recovery of motor function is progressive in most of the patients, with the deficit being maximal at the onset. For successful outcome, it is imperative that these patients get access to approriate rehabilitation very early in the course of the disease. Prevention and early treatment of specific complications, especially chronic pain, is of vital importance in young patients. This article describes our experiences diagnosing and treating a 16-year-old boy with anterior spinal artery syndrome.